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Failure of Synthetic Dye
The selected Synthetic Dye topic is about an 18-year-old changing history as it was known through a series of failed experiments that later led to other breakthroughs in science is quite astonishing. An interesting fact that of William Perkin, while trying to make an artificial version of the Malarial drug quinine in his home lab, following a series of unsuccessful experiments, left behind a dark oily slurry that turned silk, a striking shade of purple never seen before. This event led to the discovery of a synthetic dye that changed the course of the entire global textile industry. It further inspired a German bacteriologist Paul Ehrlich, to discover immunology and win a Nobel Prize (Patel, 2020).
No one at the time realized that that discovery would spur the improved spirit of collaboration between science and industry. The world has come a long way since the experiments of Perkins in the 19th century. Most of the dyes we use today are synthetic organic chemicals cracked from crude oil, and they are the ones used to color almost everything in our existence today, from the outfits we put on to the tablets we take. We have a colorful existence courtesy of a fortuitous discovery over a century ago. Animal dyes were expensive compared to those from plants, and both of these provided a thin range of color and produced shades that had little color value (Bernard, 2020). Before Perkin’s experiments and unintended discoveries, available dyes were naturally made from plants and animals. 
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